The “isms” Review Sheet
	“-ism”
	Definition
	YOUR Definition…
	Examples from Global History…

	Nationalism
	Pride and devotion to one’s country or culture
	
	

	Imperialism
	The complete control of a weaker nation’s social, economic, and political life by a stronger nation.
	
	

	Militarism
	Political policy that is dominated by the military and the competitive buildup of arms. 
	
	

	Capitalism
	An economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods.
	
	

	Communism
	A system of government in which a single, totalitarian, party holds power. It is characterized by state control of the economy, and restriction on personal freedoms.
	
	

	Mercantilism
	The policy of building a nation’s wealth by exporting more goods than it imports. Colonies are instrumental in this policy as they supply their parent nations with raw materials that are used to produce finished goods, and then exported back to the colonies.
	
	

	Social Darwinism
	A social theory that sates that the level a person rises to in society and wealth is determined by their genetic background.
	
	

	Tribalism
	Feelings of loyalty to individual tribes, and the cause of much war and strife in modern Africa
	
	

	Feudalism
	A social, political and economic system that dominated all aspects of medieval European life.
	
	

	Manorialism
	Economic portion of feudalism where all aspects of life were centered on the lord’s manor including peasant villages, a church, farm land, a mil, and the lord’s castle or manor house. 
	
	

	Schism
	Split
	
	

	Anti-Semitism
	The hatred of people of Jewish descent.
	
	

	Humanism
	A philosophical movement that stressed the use of reason.
	
	

	Absolutism
	A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch, who has absolute control.
	
	

	Fundamentalism
	A movement or attitude stressing strict and literal adherence to a set of basic principles.
	
	

	Fascism
	A system of government that promotes extreme nationalism, repression, anticommunism, and is ruled by a dictator.
	
	

	Marxism

(Socialism)
	A political system where the means of production are controlled by the workers and all things are shared evenly.
	
	

	Totalitarianism
	An ideology where all social, economic, and political powers are centered in the government completely.
	
	

	Zionism
	Jewish nationalist movement to establish a homeland in Palestine. 
	
	


